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M. TUGAN-BARANOVSKYABOUT THE WAYS OF SOLVING
THE AGRARIAN QUESTION IN THE DNIEPER UKRAINE
IN THE EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY

Hy6incoxuii Bonooumup. M. Tyzan-Bapanoecvkuii npo wnaxu po3e’13auHs azpapHo-
20 numanns 6 Haoouinpaucoxiii Yipaini na nouamxy XX cm. Y cmammi ananizyiomocs
idei gidomoeo Haykosuys ma epomadcokoeo disua M. I. Tyean-Bapanoscvkoeo w000 epezymio-
8aHHA azpapHux eioHocun nouamxy XX cmonimms 6 niopociiicokiil Ykpaini. Axuenmyemucs
yeaea Ha aumanisi smicmy nybnikayiti yuenozo nowamxy XX cmonimms, npucesuenux azpap-
Hiti memamuyi. Taxox xapaxmepusyomocs meopemuuni npayi M. Tyean-bapanosecvkoeo 3
NUMAans 3emMenbHUX 6i0HOCUH, MEXAHI3MIB iX Bpe2y/IOBaAHHS, PO3BUMKY KOONEPANUBHO20 PYXy
ma 1iozo nepcnekmus. 36epmMaemocs y6aza HA Po3enid HUM NPUHUH i cHOCO0i6 SUPiUIEHHS
azpapHoz0 NUMAaHH, 8 NOPIBHAHHI 3 nidxo0amu yKkpaiHcokux nibepanis moeo uacy. Ceped wins-
xie pose’azanns M. Tyean-bBapanoscvkuil 6u3Ha4as: HayioHanizauito 3emmi, it 6uxyn i niosu-
WeHHS iHmencudixayii cinbcokoeo 2ocnodapemea. Baxcnusum diesum 3acobom nokpauseHHs
azpapHoi cepu, Ha OyMKy Haykosus, 6ye KoonepamusHuil pyx. Xapaxkmepusyemocs 6esno-
cepedus yuacmo M. Tyean-Bapanoscvkozo 6 Hoomy ma nioxoou w000 020 yOOCKOHANEHHS Ti
poseumky 6 Hadouinpanwuni. Ilokazano npakmuuni kpoxu OisnvHocmi HAYKOBUS y pobomi
Jloxeuyvkozo mosapucmea Ha Ilonmasujuni, nouuHAOUU 8i0 YUMAHHA NleKUill, 3aKiHUyI04U
yuacmiwo y 360pax tioeo npedcmasHuxie. Ocobnuea ysaza 36epmaemvcs HA NOEOHAHHS Y 6U-
piuenHi azpaproeo ma HAUIOHAILHO20 NUMaHs 6 niopociticokiii Ykpaini na nouamky XX cm.

Kntouosi cnoea: azpapre numanns, po3nodin 3emni, HAUIOHANI3AUis 3eMmi, napmis Kade-
mie, A6MOHOMIA YKpaitu, 6UKyn 3emi, KOONepamueHuil pyx.

Hy6uncxuii Bnaoumup. M. Tyzan-Bapanosckuil o nymsax paspewienuss azpapHozo 6o-
npoca 6 HadOHenpaHckoli Yipaune 6 nauane XX cm. B cmamove ananusupyiomcs uoeu u3-
6eCMH020 yHeH020 U 0bujecmeentozo desmens M. V. Tyzan-Baparnosckozo Ha ypezynuposarie
azpapuuix omHowenuti navana XX eexa 6 noopoccuiickoil Ykpaure. AKUeHmMupyemcs 6Huma-
Hue Ha aHanu3e co0epHanus nybnuxayuii yuenozo Hauana XX eexa, NoCEAULEHHbIX AZPAPHOLE
memamuxe. Taxxwe xapaxmepusyiomcs meopemuseckue mpyov. M. Tyean-Bapanosckozo no
60MPOCAM 3eMebHBLX OMHOUEH U, MEXAHUIMOB UX Ype2yUPOBaHUs, Pa3sumus Koonepamus-
H020 OBuxMeHUsA U e20 nepcnexmus. OOpauLAEMca BHUMAHUE HA PACCMOMPEHUE UM NPUHUH U
Cnoco608 pelteHus azpapHozo 60npoca, N0 CPABHEHUIO ¢ NOOX00AMU YKPAUHCKUX NUOePAsos
moeo epemenu. Cpedu nymeil pewienuss M. Tyzan-bapanosckuii npednazan: HAYUOHANUIAUUIO
3eMIU, ee BLIKYN U NOBblUeH e UHMEHCUPUKALUL CeNIbCKO020 X03ATicmea. Baxcnvim deiicmeen-
HOIM CPeOCEOM YZLyHUeHUS azpapHoil cepol, N0 MHEHUI y4eH020, ObiI0 KOOnepamusHoe
Osuscenue. Xapaxmepusyemcs Henocpedcmeenroe ywacmue M. Tyzan-bBapanosckozo 6 Hem u
100x00bL K €20 ycosepuleHCneo8anuio u passumuio 6 Haoonenpanugune. Ilokazano npaxmu-
uecKue uiazu OesmenvHOCMU y1eHozo 8 pabome Jloxeuykozo obujecmea na Ilonmasujune, Ha-
YUHAS OM UMeHUS IeKUUll, 3AKaH4Ueas yuacmuem 6 cobpanuu ezo npedcmasumeneii. Oco6oe
BHUMAHUE 00PAULAEINCS HA COUemanue 6 PeuleHul azpapHoz0 U HAYUOHANLHO20 601POCOB 6
nodpoccutickoti Yipaune 6 nauane XX 6.

Kmouesvie cnosa: aepapruZ 80npoc, pacnpebeﬂeHue 3eMU, HAUUOHANTUIAUUS 3eMTIU, Nap-
mus Kabemoa, asMmoHOMUs praqul, 8bIKYN 3eMJIU, KOOnepamueHoe osuncerue.
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Icmopuuni nayxu. Tom 30

At the beginning of XX century M. Tugan-Baranovsky actively took part in
the discussion of the means of reformation of the Russian society. Agrarian issues
occupied an important place in his ideas. At this time, three collected volumes of the
scientist were published in which he drew attention to the ways of settling land rela-
tions, including in the territory of sub-Russian Ukraine. Also, there are some of his
articles on the problems of economic and political life.

Today, the given issue has become the object of deep study and analysis. V. Strelets,
S. Danchenko, L. Gorkin, S. Zlupko and others did their best in this regard. However,
publications which would cover the achievements of M. Tugan-Baranovsky concerning
the settlement of the agrarian problems of the early twentieth century in the Dnieper
Ukraine still do not exist. Therefore, in this article we try to investigate the researcher’s
groundwork in solving the agrarian question in the Dnieper Ukraine, based on the use
of his groundworks and publicist writings in the early twentieth century.

M. Tugan-Baranovsky also tried to explain all the issues of the agrarian prob-
lems and to identify the main ways of solving them. Most of the Ukrainian liberal
leaders considered that one of the reasons for the severity of land relations was the
land scarcity and landlessness of the peasants. However, according to the opinion of
an economist, the more important problem of the agrarian relations at the beginning
of the XX century is, first of all, the quality of running the farming by the peasants.

The uncertainty of the agrarian question foresaw the ways of finding of its solu-
tions. One of the important aspects of which was the problem of the distribution of
land ownership among different sections of the population.

M. Tugan-Baranovsky, who was the member of the All-Russian Cadets Party,
also stood in the liberal position in solving the issue of land distribution, but “from
his youth and being a student he considered himself the Ukrainian patriot™. In his
article “Nationalization of Land and Repayment’, featured in the Ukrainian Bulletin,
he expressed the idea of nationalization of the land. “The nationalization of land
must be adapted to the unchanging conditions of the capitalist economy, because
only in this case land reform can be succeeded™. In his view, the more economi-
cally advantageous form of land transfer was not its confiscation but repayment.
The scientist believed that the confiscation of land could lead to negative economic
consequences. He noted that “as a result, the peasants would have to be taxed” and,
consequently, “as much state tax rubles would fall on the land as the interest would
not fall when it was bought out in the ordinary capitalist way™. The introduction
of forced free alienation of land would also lead to the decline of other branches of
economic life - industry, commerce, and banking. Therefore, he believed that the
only one correct way to solve this problem could be repayment, and “the land should
refund its mortgage debt. This is the only way to pay the land for its alienation™. In
the case of land nationalization, according to M. Tugan-Baranovsky, it should be
transferred to the regional land fund. He stressed that that was possible only in the
conditions of autonomy of Ukraine. “The purchased land should form a non-subject
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to private ownership of the national land fund that society could own for the benefit
of the whole people, “said the economist®. In his view, this reform can only be of
practical importance if the ransom is forced and at prices set by the state®. And for
redemption operations it is necessary to create in each county “special land district
commissions of the people selected for this purpose” which should consist of land-
owners and peasants’. Assessing the views and activities of M. Tugan-Baranovsky, O.
Mytsyuk concludes that the scientist “submits exactly the same minimum of national
claims, which were then stipulated by conscious Ukrainians as the first and inevitable
step for the development of the Ukrainian people”™.

There were disagreements among Ukrainian liberals about the land ownership.
In particular, they argued that land ownership should only be determined by the
right to use communal land that belonged to communal ownership.

The Ukrainian liberals, who were part of the Russian Party of Cadets, on the
contrary, believed that a nationwide land fund should be formed in the Russian state.
Therefore, there is no need to consider the ownership of peasants on land. According
to M. Tugan-Baranovsky, the land owner must be the state. Individuals may own no
more than 50 acres of land. All other state-owned land is leased to grain farmers at “the
highest price™. And the state .. through the mediation of its local authorities, must
take all necessary measures to improve the quality of the land and the most profitable
combination of land”'°. We also see that an important condition for regulating agrarian
relations is the intensification of agriculture. The scientist noted: .. It is also necessary
to raise machinery and expand land use, not to raise only machinery or only expand
land use. One does not exclude, but complements, or even requires the other”"'. He
remarked: “Land should be given to tenants for a lifetime, because only in this case the
tenant will be interested in the most rational cultivation and amelioration™2

The weak point of the Ukrainian liberal movement of the inter-revolutionary
time was, in our opinion, the lack of materials and explorations of a scientific and
economic nature regarding the settlement of agrarian problems in the Dnieper re-
gion. The only publication of this nature was M. Tugan-Baranovsky’s own article,
published in 1916, and devoted to the problem of creating an agricultural market
within the Russian state. The well-known economist believed that it was possible to
solve the problem of “the poor state of our agriculture” only by initiating the activity
of the state in the foreign market. He wrote: “Many people think that our agriculture
does not need an external market because we do not export from a disadvantage but
from scarcity”"®. Therefore, the scientist urged to revive the process of concluding
treaties on the establishment of the internal market for agricultural products and
take measures to protect it. It stated: “The objective of our trade policy must be to
combat German agrarian protectionism”'*, Active foreign trade in the context of war
was considered by the author as important component of fulfilling obligations to
other states. We do not see any other material of similar nature in the representatives
of the liberal movement.
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Among the legal forms of activity, the representatives of the liberal direction
preferred to participate in the cooperative movement. These forces provided the
Ukrainian cooperatives with ideological content and made it a prominent factor
not only in the economic but also in the cultural and political life of the Ukrainian
people. M. Tugan-Baranovsky was also the most prominent figure in the cooperative
movement. In his view, cooperative farms were “the only example of new forms of
economic organizations that emerged as a result of the conscious efforts of broad
social groups to transform the existing economic system in a particular direction.” *
In addition, he believed that cooperation was not only “a form of self-protection for
workers” from the influence of capital, but also “the only possible means of raising
their economic well-being”'. Thus, analyzing the process of creation of consumer
societies in the countryside the scientist points to their positive effects. In one of his
works we read: “.. And indeed, we see that the creation of a rural consumer society
leads to a significant reduction in prices. Thus, a study held by 160 companies in Kyiv
province found that the price reduction for goods reached 5-25% ”"7. At the same
time, M. Tugan-Baranovsky highlighted the negative aspects of the development of
peasant cooperation. He wrote: .. peasant cooperation covers only one area of the
peasant economy, and in fact, the area of exchange, not peasant production work.”*%.
In his view, the organization of cooperatives can be carried out in two ways: “.. or
consumer societies for the needs of its members to organize the production of ag-
ricultural products; or not the consumers but the farmers, producers of agricultural
commodities, are united in a cooperative way”*.

A striking example of the participation of Ukrainian liberal-democratic figures
in the country councils was the work of M. Tugan-Baranovsky in the Lochvitskiy
Agricultural Society in Poltava. His activity in this area was evidenced by the fact that
he made reports on cooperative affairs®, represented the interests of the society in
the work of the All-Russian Chamber of Agriculture21 and constantly participated
in meetings of the society and held cooperative courses®. Regarding the latter, in the
newspaper “Lochvitskoe Slovo” we read: “M.1. T.-B. (M.1. Tugan-Baranovsky) con-
siders that courses in cooperative business, in addition to practical importance, <...>
can serve as a means of disseminating knowledge about cooperation in general »*.
For practical activity in the Lochvitskyi society, M.I. Tugan-Baranovsky suggested: to
visit a cooperative county in order to get acquainted with the nature and peculiarities
of the activity, to extend the charter of the society and to hold “special” meetings®.
Finally, the scientist believes that “.. These social reforms must, first and foremost,
cover the area of agrarian relations - they must lead to the transfer of land to the
working people on those terms that most contribute to raising the productivity of
social work”. And in agriculture, “capitalism must give way to peasant labor linked
by cooperation to strong unions and leagues”*.

In general M. Tugan-Baranovsky in his writings and articles of the early XX
century identified not only the causes of agrarian problems in sub-Russian Ukraine,
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but also ways to solve them. Notable among them were: nationalization of land; pres-
ervation of foreclosure as a mechanism of land ownership transfer; intensification of
agriculture and development of cooperative movement.
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Dubinsky Volodymyr. M. Tugan-Baranovsky on Ways to Solve the Agrarian Question in
the Dnieper Ukraine in the Early Twentieth Century. The article analyzes the ideas of a well-
known scientist and public figure M. Tugan-Baranovsky on the regulation of agrarian relations
in the early twentieth century in sub-Russian Ukraine. It draws attention to the consideration of
the causes and ways of solving the agrarian question, in comparison with the approaches of the
Ukrainian liberals of that time. Among the ways of solution, M. Tugan-Baranovsky identified:
nationalization of land, its redemption and increasing the intensification of agriculture. According
to the scientist, the cooperative movement was an important effective means of improving the
agricultural sector. The direct participation of M. Tugan-Baranovsky in it and the approaches to
its improvement and development in the Dnieper region are characterized.

Keywords: agrarian question, land distribution, nationalization of land, cadets’ party, au-
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