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AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF PROFESSOR 1.S. VYNOKUR
AS A HISTORIOGRAPHY SOURCE

The article analyzes various options of autobiographies of loyn Srulevych Vynokur, a
famous Ukrainian scholar, historian, archaeologist, professor of archeology of
Eastern Europe of Kamienets-Podilsky State University, written during his work at
university during the 1960s - early 2000s. It emphasizes their value as material for
the biography of the scientist and reconstruction of historiographical situation in
Ukraine in the second half of the last century. In the appendix his autobiography
"Monologue-reflection™ is published.
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In exploring the local historiographical process or scientific biography of a
historian of great importance are the materials of his creative laboratory — drafts,
notes, work plans, and personal documents — memoirs, diaries, private
correspondence and autobiography. The latter, as a kind of historiographical sources
is an important and sometimes the only and unique source of information about a
particular situation or socio-political event. Thus, the researchers emphasized that
"Autobiography" written by M. Kostomarov is a "valuable and often the only source
of some aspects of the history of the Cyril and Methodius Brotherhood,
historiography of Russia and Ukraine"?.

The article analyzes the options of autobiography of the famous Ukrainian
historian, archaeologist, Professor of Kamienets-Podilsky State University
I. Vynokur, written by him during pedagogical work in the institution in the 1960s -
early 2000s.

loyn Srulevych Vynokur (4.V11.1930-19.09.2006) lived a long and extremely

rich and vibrant life filled with friends, colleagues and students, actions and



creativity, sense and goodwill. Most of the historians and students liked and respected
him. He was energetic and persistent, childishly direct, friendly and warm, curious
and stubborn, hardworking and honest, self-confident and ready to compromise.
Having made a successful career of an archaeologist and researcher of ancient
Dniester territory, a gifted high school teacher and organizer of the regional studies
movement in Khmelnytsky region, he left a rich scientific heritage in the field of
ancient history of Ukraine. Among his most famous scientific papers and textbooks —
"Antiquities of Eastern Volyn of the first half of the 1st millennium AD" (1960),
"History and culture of Cherniakhiv tribes of Dniester-Dnieper watershed of II-V
centuries AD "(1972)," Ancient Slavs on the Dniester "(1977, co-author B.O.
Tymoshchuk)," A handbook of Archaeology of Ukraine "History of steppe Dniester
and Southern Bug region. From the Stone Age to the Middle Ages "(1985)," Busha:
Regional Studies Historical Essays "(1991, the author of 3 sections and editor),"
Bakota. Ancient capital of the Lowlands "(1994, co-author P.A. Horishny),"
Archaeology of Ukraine. A manual for schools "(1994, co-author D.Ya. Telegin),"
Ancient and medieval history of Ukraine. Tutorial "(1996, co-author S.V.
Trubchaninov)" Slavic jewelers of Dniester "(1997)," Chernjakhivska Culture: Origin
and Destiny "(2000). In addition, he wrote nearly 400 scientific and popular scientific
papers, participated in hundreds of editorial boards of scientific collections.

In the personal file of I. Vynokur among archaeological materials of the
laboratory of the department of archive studies and special historical and
jurisprudential sciences of Ivan Ohienko Kamianets-Podilsky National University, we
found three variants of the autobiography of the scientist, which became the subject
of analysis.

Autobiography, dated March 6, 1963, was written by a young scientist for
submitting to the personnel department for taking the vacant post of assistant of the
department of History of Kamianets-Podilsky State Pedagogical Institute, where he
was hired to work on March 1, 1963 with a load of 300 hours by the end of the
academic year with a salary of 105 rubles a month2. Subsequently the text of the
autobiography by 1. Vynokur was twice supplemented on March 2, 1974 and

December 10, 1982, the reasons why he did it we have not finally found out.



In the original version of his autobiography, 1. Vynokur said that in 1948 he
finished secondary school Ne25 in Zhytomyr, the same year he entered the Faculty of
History of Chernivtsi University, graduated it in 1953. The information about the
beginning of his work is of great interest: "From 1953 to 1957 he worked as a
research assistant of Zhytomyr regional studies museum. Simultaneously he worked
at the teacher-training institute?. But the position in which he worked at the institute,
was not indicated. The answer is found in his personal sheet of accounting staff:
«IV.1954 - 1V.1956. Teacher, paid by the hour of Zhytomir Pedagogical Institute"4,
Later in the document we noted that from 1957 to March 1963 he worked as the head
of the historical museum of Chernivtsi State University and simultaneously taught at
the department of History of the USSR and was paid by the hour. Meanwhile in the
workbook I. Vynokur says that in May 1957 he was appointed to the post of
laboratory assistant of the Department of General History performing the duties of
the head of the Historical Museum, and in February 1958 he was transferred to the
position of the head of the Historical museum®. In addition, in his autobiography he
noted that in 1962 he defended his candidate thesis at the Institute of Archaeology of
the USSR (Leningrad)"®. It also has information about his family: "Married since
1955. Wife — Nadia Hryhorivna Lytovchenko. Daughter — VVynokur Tatiana was born
in 1959 "7,

March 2, 1974 1. Vynokur added autobiography records that reflect the main
events of his personal life and social and political activities of the previous decade.
Thus, the information about his public work said: "From 1965 to the present is the
chairman of the City Society for Historic Preservation and Cultural Organization.
From 1964 to the present is Scientific Secretary of Khmelnytsky region historical and
regional studies society ", He also said that his mother lived in Zhytomyr with his
sister and her family, and his father died in 1964 and was buried in the city of
Zhytomyr. Taking into consideration dictatorship of the Communist Party of the
USSR, he considered it necessary to emphasize that "in April 1969 he joined to the
Communist Party" and that "no one from the family was deprived of voting rights
and is not living abroad."

December 10, 1982 I. Vynokur again made additions to his autobiography, in



his personal file he mentioned the replacement in 1977 of the old passport by the new
one, and his election in 1977 a member of the Party Committee of the Institute,
awarding in April 1980 by the Presidium of Supreme Soviet the honorary title
"Honored worker of higher school of the USSR", defense in 1978 doctoral thesis at
the Institute of Archaeology of the USSR, awarding in 1980 by the decision of the
VAC scientific title of professor and stated the total number of scientific publications
— 146°.

At the beginning of the second decade of the 2000s among archaeological
materials of the laboratory of archive studies and special and jurisprudential subjects
were found two other options of I. Vynokur’s autobiography, written himself a few
years before his death. The first of these had the official title of “Short Biography"
and the other — "Monologue-reflection."

"Short Biography" (with the meaning of autobiography — S.K.) opened with an
aphorism, which can be considered a professional scientist credo: "Large and small
discoveries in archeology require constant active search." Pointing major milestones
of his life, the author marked that since 1963 he worked in Kamianets-Podilsky
pedagogical institute, where he was promoted from assistant of the Department of
History, to Head of the Department of Eastern European history and archeology.
Then he also lapidary recorded: "In 1978 | defended doctoral thesis, in 1980 was
conferred the academic title of professor, and in 1981 — the honorary title of Honored
Worker of Higher School of Ukraine, in 1997 was elected academician of high
school, and in 1999 — Ukrainian Academy of history."

The following information is an important reference for researchers and
biographers of 1. Vynokur’s heritage in terms of determining his personal preferences
of scientific research. Most of all he was attracted by Slavic-Russian archeology,
namely the study of Chernyakhivska culture of I1-V centuries, medieval Slavic
culture of V-VII centuries, monuments of Kyiv Rus of IX-XIV centuries. The results
of his research were summarized in a series of personal books, among them the
author of "Short Biography" singled out "Eastern Antiquities of VVolyn of the first half
of millennium AD" (Chernivtsi, 1960), "History and Culture of Cherniakhiv tribes
"(Kyiv, 1972), "Ancient Slavs on the Dniester "(Uzhhorod, 1977), "History of steppe



Dniester and Southern Bug region. From the Stone Age to the Middle Ages" (Kyiv,
Odessa, 1985), "Bakota. Ancient capital of the Lowlands" (Kamianets-Podilsky,
1994), “Slavic jewelers of the Dniester region” (Kamianets-Podilsky, 1997);
"Chernjakhivs'ka culture: origins and destiny” (Kamianets-Podilsky, 2000) and
others®?,

The author of the document also listed his published textbooks for schools and
universities, "Collecting and determining archaeological sites and methodology of
their use in schools" (K., 1967), "Archaeology of Ukraine" (K., 1994, co-author
D.Ya. Telegin), "Ancient and medieval history of Ukraine" (Kyiv, 1996), "History of
Ukraine" for grades 6-7 (Kamyanets Podolsky, 1997, 1998, 2000, co-author S.V.
Trubchaninov) and others!?. The scholar separately stated his participation in the
prestigious international archaeological congresses that took place in several
European cities: Warsaw (1965), Prague (1966), Berlin (1970), Bratyslava (1975),
Sofia (1980), Kyiv (1983), Novgorod (1996).

Biography ended with the statement of the formation of scientific
archaeological school among pupils of the famous scientist: "During the years of
work in the university 1. Vynokur brought up a group of scholar-archaeologists,
which resulted in the formation of the archaeological school. Among the students —
doctors and candidates of sciences, employees of research institutions, universities,
museums."*3

Considerable interest for researchers has another manuscript called by
I. Vynokur "Monologue-reflection”. It reveals his plans to write an expanded version
of autobiographies or memoirs in the early 2000s. Besides the traditional notes on
childhood and youth years of the scholar, we found emotional remarks about his past
(interesting insight into the history), about individuals who were related to him or to
his activities. These facts help comprehend the motives of choice of profession, have
the assessment of university teachers and guidance to young scientists and
colleagues.

Among the memories of childhood and youth the scholar mentions his great
love to photography, which as the author thought, played an important role in

choosing a profession. "The camera helped to depict the scenic surroundings and



architectural monuments of Zhytomyr", he wrote. "This, obviously influenced my
choice of career — after school | entered the historical faculty of the State University
of Chernivtsi."!

With warm words |. Vynokur recalled his university teachers, professors
O.D. Dmytrev and V.A. Holobutsky, whose lectures on ancient history and Kyiv Rus
finally convinced that he properly chose the profession of the researcher of ancient
and medieval history. "Meeting with archaeologist B.O. Tymoshchuk who worked in
Chernivtsi regional museum and in whose expeditions | participated, starting with the
second-year of study, has led to my taking up archeology", wrote loyn Srulevych.
"Borys Onysymovych Tymoshchuk is my teacher-mentor. He taught me "to read" the
ground during archaeological explorations and excavations."®

Summing up his experience of work in higher education Ukraine, I. Vynokur
emphasized that the key to achieving success in higher education is that adequate
friendly "microclimate” in the team that is created by"democratic principles of
respect for colleagues and students." According to his conviction in research and
teaching we should not be subjected to political moments, and the basis of true
science is objective evaluation. "My credo is work creatively and help your
colleagues and students in scientific and educational activities."®

The author of "Monologue-reflection” raised the question of contemporary
development of Ukraine. Noteworthy are his remarks on the duty of every citizen to
promote the rise of economy, science, education and culture of the country. "The
society badly needs consolidation for strengthening the country. And it is entirely
possible provided various political parties and groups work for the good of Ukraine",
he wrote. "Only democratic principles of compromise in various fields of economy
and politics will lead Ukraine to a strong state and improve the welfare of all its
citizens."?’

Thus, the versions of 1. Vynokur’s autobiography, written during the 1960s —
early 2000s, enable better understanding of the spiritual essence of the famous
Ukrainian scholar, archaeologist, teacher and public figure, one of the initiators of the
introduction of the course "Archaeology of Ukraine™ in the training process in higher

education.
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Appendix
Momnonoe-pozoym

Moe TUTHHCTBO TOB’S3aHO 3 MaJTbOBHUYUMHU piukaMu CximHoi Bomuni — Po-
craBunieto 1 TerepeBum. Ckensicti 6eperu TerepeBa 3 AUTIYNX POKIB 3aKapOyBaIMCh
y MOill mam’sTi. 3aMKOBO-4OpH1 apXiTekTypHi cnopyau Crtaporo micta B Kutomupi
poOy/KYIOTh 1HTEpEC J0 JIaBHBOI 1 cepeaHboBIUHOI icTopii. Ille y mKiapHI poku
3axonuBcsa Goro crpaoro. DoToanapaT AOMOMIT 3adiKCyBaTH MaTbOBHUAYI OKOJIHIII
1 mam’aTKu apxitektypu JKurtomupa. 3BiJCH, OYEBUAHO, 1 BUMAIIOBABCS Miil BUOIp —
MICTs 3aKIHYEHHS IIKOJIM S BCTYIUB Ha 1CTOPUYHUN (hakynpTeT UepHiBEeUbKOro aep-
YKaBHOTO YHIBEPCUTETY.

Ha icropuunomy dakymnbteTi snekiii npodecopiB O. J[. JImutpeBa 3 aHTUYHOI
ictopii 1 B. O. I'onoGyupskoro 3 KuiBcekoi Pyci ocTaTouHO nepeKoHanu MEHE y TOMY,
10 BipHO 00paHo (pax JOCTIAHMKA TaBHBOI 1 CEPEAHBOBIYHOI iCTOPIi. A 3HAHOMCTBO
3 apxeosioroM b. O. Tumoiykom, sikuil mpaifoBaB B UepHiBebKOMY 00JIacHOMY
Kpae3HaBYOMY My3ei 1 B €KCIEeIUIlIAX SKOTO MpalfoBas, mounHawouu 3 II-ro xypcy,
IPUBEJIO JI0 TOTO, LIO S CIeLialbHO MoYaB 3aiiMatucs apxeosoriero. bopuca Onucu-
MOBHYa THUMOIIIyKa BBa)KAIO0 CBOIM yUUTEJIEM-HACTAaBHUKOM. BiH HaBUYMB MeHE «4H-
TaTW» 3EMJIIO MIPU apXEOJIOTTYHUX PO3BIIKAX 1 PO3KOIKAX.

Temy cBoei numiomuoi pobotu «Hosi matepianu 1o icropii ["anuipko-Bonun-
cbKkoi Pyci» s1 00paB 1 peanizyBaB micis yyacTi y 1951-1952 pp. y ranuubkii apxeo-
noriuniii excriemuuii HAH Ykpainu min kepisauursom O. 1. JlopxkeHKa.

bararopiuHa BuKJajganpka 1 HaykoBa poOOTa y By3l NMEPEKOHYE, IO TBOpYI
YCHIXM  MOXJIMBI  JIMIIE TPU  HAIBHOCTI  BIAMOBITHOTO  JOOPO3UUIIMBOTO
«MIKPOKJIIMAaTy» B KOJIGKTHBI. J[eMOKpaTH4YHI MPUHIIMIINA TOBAXHOTO CTABJICHHS 0
KOJIEr 1 CTYIEHTIB MaHylOTh Ha IicTOpuyHOMY (QakynbTeTi Hamoro By3y. lle,
Oe3nepevyHo, 3amnopyka MOJANbIIMX YCIIXIB KOJEKTUBY (GakylbTeTy B LLUIOMY, a
TaK0>X KOYKHOTO 3 BUKJI/1ayiB 1 CTYJCHTIB-Mail0yTHIX 1ICTOPHKIB.

Oco6smBoCTI TPOPLIIIO ICTOPUYHOTO (PaKyIbTETY MOJIATAI0Th, HA MOIO JYMKY,
y 00’€KTHUBHUX, BUBOXCHHUX, MO30aBJICHHMX HEBMOTHBOBAHOI MOJSPHOCTI OIIHKAX
ICTOPUYHUX TO1IH, 0 BiAOyBaMCS 1 BIAOYBAIOThCS y CYCHUIBCTBI. S 3aiMIIaoCh

MPUXWIBHUKOM JICMOJMITH3aIlli HAayKHM 1 OCBITH. Y HAyKOBIM Ta BUKIIAIALbKIA



JISJIBHOCT1 HE CJIII MiAJaBaTUCs MOJITUYHUM MUTTEBOCTAM (TyT 1 mami 30epexeHo
npasornuc aBTopa — C. K.). OcHoBa crpaBXHBOI HaAyKH — BUBa)XK€HI, 00’ €KTHBHI
oiiHKMU. [{uM mpuHIIMIaM AOTPUMYIOCH CaM 1 BUy JTOTPUMYBATHUCS iX 1 CTY/ICHTIB.

Moe xutteBe kpeno: [paroit TBOpUO cam 1 JomomMarail y HayKOBO-TieAarori-
HI{ JiSUTBHOCTI KOJIETaM 1 CTYJIEHTaM.

CyuacHuit etan icTopii YKpaiHu BUMAarae Biji BCiX IpOMaJISiH YCBIJIOMJICHHS TO-
ro, 10 CyBEepeHHa YKpaiHChKa Jiep)kaBa peaibHOo icHye. KoxHuil 3 TpoMasH MOBH-
HEH Yy BIJMOBIHIN Tally31 CBOET HISJIBHOCTI aKTUBHO CIIPUATH ITiJHECEHHIO €KOHO-
MIKH, HAYKH, OCBITH 1 KyJbTypH KpaiHu. [[Js1 3MILIHEHHS HAILO1 JAep>KaBU BKpall He-
o0x17Ha KOHCOJIIJIallisd CYCHUIbCTBA. A BOHA I[IJIKOM MOJIMBA MPU YMOBI, IO PI3HI
MOJIITUYHI MapTii Ta YrpylnyBaHHsS NpaliOl0Th Ha Oyaro YKpaiHu, — mucaB BiH. —
TiabKH 1€MOKpPATUYHI NPUHLIMIIH MOITYKY KOMIIPOMICY B PI3HHX c(hepax eKOHOMIKH 1
MOJIITUKU TPUBEAYTh, HA MO€ TIMOOKE MEePEeKOHAHHA, J0 3MII[HEHHS YKpaiHdh 1 J0
MOKpAaIIeHHs 100po0yTy BCiX 11 rpoMaisiH.

Agopuzm
Benuki 1 mManmi BIAKPUTTS B apXeoJioTii BUMAararoTh MOCTIMHOTO, aKTUBHOTO 1

HaIpy>KEHOTO MOLIYKY.



